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First Report on Activities of the 82nd Congress 
Manpower for defense, food for India, motives for renewal of the Point Four appropriation, control 
of radio stations, are among the many subjects considered in this interpretation of bills pending in 
Congress. 


Manpower 


The amendments proposed by the Department of De- 
fense to S.1, introduced by Lyndon B. Johnson, Texas, 
have been considered in protracted hearings on manpower 
issues by the subcommittee on preparedness of the Senate 
Committee on Armed Services, of which Senator Johnson 
is chairman. Richard Lb. Russell, Ga., is chairman of the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

The amendments would permit the Selective Service 
System to draft men for the armed services at the age of 
18, instead of 19 under present law, and to extend the term 
of compulsory service from 21 to 27 months. The bill 
would provide that Congress declare “that it is the duty of 
all citizens to engage in training for civilian and military 
service and to prepare for the assumption of their respon- 
sibilities as citizens of a free and democratic nation. . . .” 
It would also be provided that “every trainee shall be 
given full and adequate basic training for service in the 
armed force into which he is inducted, and no trainee shall, 
during his initial period of basic training, be assigned for 
duty in a combat area, or be permanently assigned for 
duty, other than training duty, at any installation located 
on land outside the continental limits of the United 
States.” 


The Defense Department plan would permit up to 75,000 
selected trainees, after receipt of four to six months of 
basic training, to enter upon a college course that they 
would be permitted to finish before completing the re- 
mainder of 27 full months of compulsory military service. 
No change is at this writing proposed in the present stat- 
ute with respect to conscientious objectors. Those who 
object because of religious training or belief might be as- 
signed to non-combatant service in the armed forces, or 
might be deferred. 


The Committee on Armed Services has reported out a 
plan permitting a draft of 18-year-olds and extending the 
period of compulsory service to 26 months. It provides, 
however, that 18-year-olds shall not be called until the 
pool of available persons aged 19 through 25 shall be ex- 
hausted; that the 18-year-olds shall not be called before 
older persons without children; and that the 18-year-olds 
nearest age 19 shall be called up first. 


Numerous spokesmen for more numerous educators 
have made proposals for the handling of the draft of stu- 


dents. There is admittedly “campus confusion,” and stu- 
dents have left campuses in large numbers to enlist. 

Ralph W. McDonald has testified for the National Edu- 
cation Association before the Senate subcommittee, pre- 
senting views based on the “written and signed opinions’ 
of faculty ahd administrators in-M87 colleges and univer- 
sities. He stated that 81.25 pet vent of the persons con- 
sulted are of the epirion that the induction of students 
should not take pldce before the end of the school year 
during which they reach age 19." 

The Defense Department asks for the draft of 18-year- 
olds so as to make unnecessary the calling of men over 19 
with dependents. Also, the Department does not wart 
men over age 25. 

The Defense Department’s requests are also embodied 
in H1.R.1752, introduced by Carl Vinson, Ga., and referred 
to Committee on Armed Services, Mr. Vinson, chairman. 


Food Grains for India 


After long public discussion, President Truman has sent 
a message to Congress on grain for India. He recom- 
mends that an appropriation be authorized to supply In- 
dia with 2,000,000 tons of food grains, mainly wheat ; that 
1,000,000 tons be made available immediately, and the re- 
mainder be withheld until further study can be made. He 
said the government of India would pay for transporta- 
tion. The cost to the United States for the grain would be 
about $180,000,000. As this is written, strong bi-partisan 
support of bills just introduced, S.872 and H.R.2698, is in- 
dicated. 

Earlier the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, 
Tom Connally, Texas, chairman, had considered informa- 
tion concerning India’s request, as transmitted by the State 
Department. The chairman stated that action was being 
delayed, and that the postponement was caused by India’s 
statements on foreign policy. The committee appointed a 
subcommittee, with Guy M. Gillette, Iowa, as chairman, 
charged with studying all aspects of India’s relations with 
the United States, including the request for grain. 

India’s situation with respect to food is known to be 
critical. A number of church officials have supported her 
request for wheat. Churchmen have also expressed the 
opinion that the request for food should be handled sepa- 
rately from considerations of the declarations on foreign 
policy by India’s Prime Minister. 
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In this connection, Walter Lippmann wrote in the New 
York Herald Tribune (January 30): 

“Let us not defame ourselves by giving even a shred 
of justification to the charge that we could let people die 
of hunger because their government did not vote as our 
government would like that government to vote. Let us 
not place between the people of India and the people of 
America, perhaps for decades or generations to come, 
such a terrible memory. Let us not for lack of imagina- 
tion and experience do as a government what no decent 
American would dream of doing if it were his own per- 
sonal and private responsibility to give or to withhold out 
of his surplus food for men, women, and children who 
are dying of hunger.” 


Point Four 


When transmitting the annual budget to Congress, 
President Truman stated he would send later a special 
message relating to economic aid to the other nations, in- 
cluding funds for technical assistance (Point Four). 

The 8lst Congress somewhat reluctantly approved an 
appropriation of almost $35,000,000 for an expanded pro- 
gram of technical assistance, a subject explored in iNFoR- 
MATION SERVICE, February 3. (Congress declined to com- 
plete action on the second aspect of Point Four, a system 
of guarantee of private investment in the so-called under- 
developed nations.) Previously the American government 
had been spending $10,000,000 a year on technical assis- 
tance in Latin America. 

There have been hints that the President may recom- 
mend a larger appropriation for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1. The voices of church officials were influential in 
Washington in securing an adequate appropriation for the 
first year under the legislation of 1950. Considerable con- 
cern has been expressed lately in church circles, however, 
because the motivation of the program might be so 
changed that the churches would withhold support. 

There have been hints, for example, that the direction 
of Point Four technical assistance should now be the same 
as that which has lately been in effect for the administra- 
tion of the [Economic Cooperation Administration (the 
Marshall Plan) in Europe. It has been so administered as 
to condition certain grants of dollar credits upon the de- 
livery to the U.S. of raw materials needed in the Ameri- 
can defense program, This has already been done to such 
an extent that American observers in Europe have been 
told that European statesmen are loud in their complaints 
that the American government preaches to Europe to re- 
arm and at the same time takes away through the tech- 
niques of the Economic Cooperation Administration raw 
materials that prevent the degree of rearmament requested. 

It has been said that Mr. Attlee came to Washington 
in part to discuss the European dilemma with respect to 
raw materials. 

Now the opinion is being expressed in Congress that 
Point Four programs should be directed, not to the broad 
aims enunciated by President Truman and Secretary Ache- 
son in 1949 and 1950, but rather to favoring those under- 
developed nations that can aid us immediately by way of 
imports needed in the defense program. There have even 
been reports of discussions of an agreement among mem- 
bers of Congress to vote an appropriation only on condi- 
tion that Point Four be run as E.C.A. has been. 

President Truman, in his message on the state of the 
union, January, 1951, said with reference to E.C.A.: 
“We shall need to continue some economic aid to Euro- 


pean countries. This aid should now be specifically related 
to building their defenses.” 

In other parts of the world, said the President, our 
economic assistance “will need to be more broadly directed 
toward economic development.’ Our programs of assis- 
tance among the nations that are striving to advance from 
misery, poverty, and hunger will mean “increased produc- 
tion of the goods they need and the materials we need.” 
(Italics ours.) 


Control of Radio Stations 


Edwin C. Johnson, Colo., has introduced, by request, 
S.537, which is referred to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce, of which Mr. Johnson is chair- 
man. The purpose of the bill is to provide ‘for the greater 
security and defense of the United States by controlling 
or using electro-magnetic radiation in such a manner as 
to minimize or prevent navigational aid to any foreign 
country in an attack upon the United States.” In lay lan- 
guage, this refers to the use of radio stations in the U.S.A. 
by aviators of an enemy for direction of their mission. 

The bill would specifically provide: “In time of war, 
national emergency, or whenever the President deems it 
advisable in the interest of national security, the Presi- 
dent may control the use by any person, and authorize the 
use by such departinents or agencies as he may direct, of 
any instrument, device, apparatus, or other thing capable 
of emitting electro-magnetic radiation between ten thou- 
sandths and one hundred thousand megacycles per second 
to the extent that he deems such use or control necessary 
to minimize or prevent navigational aid to any foreign 
country in an attack upon the United States.” 

Senator Johnson has called the measure one of the most 
drastic ever to come before Congress. Hearings are open- 
ing February 21. 


Reciprocal Trade Program 


H.R.1612 would extend the authority of the President 
to negotiate reciprocal trade agreements for a period of 
three years from June 12, 1951. The House has passed 
the bill with amendments that restrict the program. For 
example, the Tariff Commission would be empowered to 
report to the President the point at which a reduction in 
the rate of import duty would be a “serious injury or 
threat” to the domestic industry producing a commodity 
that would be involved in a proposed agreement. 

The Trade Agreement Act dates from 1934. Its provi- 
sions have been extended at intervals since then, sometimes 
by close votes. Secretary Acheson requested extension of 
the program in a statement that included the following: 

“Continued participation by the United States in the 
cooperative effort to improve the conditions of world 
trade will be recognized both at home and abroad as one 
clear indication that behind the shield of military power 
which we and our allies are creating, the techniques of 
growth and expansion are being maintained.” 

“The Trade Agreement Act has become a fundamental 
part of our foreign policy. Each renewal by Congress has 
been a welcome indication to the rest of the world of the 
desire of the United States to play a leading part in the 
constructive work of expanding world trade. It is im- 
portant now, as it has been in the past, that this policy be 
reaffirmed.” 

Under the program the United States has made con- 
cessions in the form of reductions in tariffs to 50 per cent 
below the rates of 1945, when acceptable concessions have 
been received from other nations. 
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Immigration Policy 


Walter H. Judd, Minn., continues his effort for legis- 
lation that would “provide the privilege of becoming a 
naturalized citizen of the United States to all immigrants 
having a legal right to permanent residence. .. .” More 
specifically, it would provide that “the privilege of becom- 
ing a naturalized citizen of the United States shall not be 
denied or abridged because of race. . . .” In practical 
terms the bill would affect a large number of Japanese 
persons who are residents in the United States but who are 
ineligible for citizenship. The number of the bill is H.R.199, 
and it is referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
Emanuel Celler, N. Y., chairman. In the 81st Congress 
both Houses passed the Judd bill, but the President vetoed 
it because of an amendment first attached by the Senate. 
The President felt that the amendment, aimed at exclusion 
of subversive aliens, was too broad. 

The Judd bill would “make immigration quotas avail- 
able to Asian and Pacific peoples.” The bill is also restric- 
tive of immigration in two ways. It would absorb certain 
colonial quotas in those of the mother countries, and it 
would reduce the number of quota-free wives. 

Another bill, H.R.403, introduced by Francis E. Wal- 
ter, Pa., would simply grant permission for all legally 
resident aliens to apply for naturalization. It is referred 
to the same committee. 

An omnibus bill, $.3455, providing for a general revi- 
sion of the immigration laws, has been reintroduced by 
Pat McCarran, Nev., and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, of which Senator McCarran is chairman. 
Hearings may be opened during the present month. 


Tuternal Security 


President Truman has appointed Admiral Chester C. 
Nimitz chairman of a Commission in the Office of the 
President on Internal Security and Individual Rights. 
“The Commission shall make a thorough study of the 
problem of providing for the internal security of the United 
States and at the same time protecting the rights and 
freedoms of individuals. The Commission shall consider 
how this problem should be met by government action 
and by private action. Among other things, the Commis- 
sion shall examine the laws, practices and procedures con- 
cerning protection against treason, sabotage, espionage, 
and other matters affecting the internal security of the 
nation ; and the Commission shall consider the operation 
of and any need for changes in such laws, practices, and 
procedures.” 

Pat McCarran, Nev., chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, has appointed a subcommittee which is ex- 
pected to be a counterpart to the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities. 


Farm Policy 


In the message on the state of the union, President Tru- 
man asked for “improvement of our agricultural laws, 
to help obtain the kinds of farm products we need for the 
defense effort.” It was a declaration too vague to hint at 
a direction. 

In the budget message, however, the President said: 
“Legislation is needed to permit direct payments to pro- 
ducers in lieu of market price supports through govern- 
ment purchases.” This was hailed as a revival of the 
effort to put into effect the Brannan plan, which the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture put forward about two years ago, 
especially for handling perishable farm products. 
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But it is understood that a majority of the Committees 
on Agriculture of both Houses are opposed to this par- 
ticular method. Senator Aiken, Vt., is quoted in Farm 
Journal, Philadelphia, February, as saying he looks for no 
change in farm laws during this session. 

The National Production Act of 1950, which authorized 
price and wage controls, provides that the minimum ceil- 
ing for farm products may be either at “parity” or at the 
highest price prevailing between May 15 and June 15, 1950. 
Farm leaders generally are insisting that ceilings shall not 
be placed below parity. Parity is a legal standard which 
provides for farm products a purchasing power equal to 
that prevailing, with exceptions, in the years 1910-14. 

When most prices were frozen, and exceptions were 
made for certain farm products, considerable public dis- 
cussion of the farm price level ensued. 

S.267, introduced by George D. Aiken, Vt., would es- 
tablish a food-allotment program for low-income families. 
It would provide for a broad “food-stamp plan” on the 
general pattern of the one carried out for a time in the 
1930's, then limited to families receiving home relief. It 
is referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, 
Allen J. Ellender, Jr., La., chairman. 

A bi-partisan commission “to study the agricultural situ- 
ation and to recommend adequate farm legislation” would 
be provided by H.R.192, introduced by John W. Hesel- 
ton, Mass., referred to Committee on Agriculture, Harold 
ID. Cooley, N. C., chairman. 


Housing in Overwhelmed Communities 


S.349, introduced by J. W. Fulbright, Ark., in the ab- 
sence of Burnet R. Maybank, S.C., is referred to the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency, Mr. Maybank, chair- 
man. H.R.1272, introduced by Brent Spence, Ky., is an 
identical bill referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, Mr. Spence, chairman. Hearings have been 
opened by both Committees. 

The bill authorizes a number of procedures and federal 
grants to aid in providing housing and community facilities 
in those communities especially affected by defense indus- 
try and installations. It deals in general with the same sub- 
ject matter as the Lanham Act of World War II, under 
which public funds were granted to both public and private 
institutions in the overwhelmed communities for facilities 
in recreation, health and education. Under Title II, the 
Administrator of the Housing and Home Finance Agency 
would be authorized to provide housing for defense work- 
ers, and to assist in providing or provide community fa- 
cilities and services required for defense operations if 
housing and community facilities could not otherwise be 
provided. The bill would authorize the Administrator to 
make grants to “public and non-profit agencies” for com- 
munity facilities and for their maintenance. The title pro- 
vides no specific appropriation ; the amounts needed would 
be determined later by Congress when considering appro- 
priations. 

The House Committee on Education and Labor, Graham 
A. Barden, N. C., chairman, has met to consider the edu- 
cational aspects of the bill. —The Committee is understood 
to have considered a recommendation to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency requesting that the authority to 
make grants for educational facilities be restricted to pub- 
lic schools. 


Public Health Units 


H.R.274, introduced by J. Percy Priest, Tenn., re- 
ferred to Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
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Robert Crosser, Ohio, chairman, would authorize federal 
grants to the states to enable them to provide local public 
health units for all residents. In the 81st Congress, the 
Senate passed a bill with similar provisions, but the House 
failed to act. About 40 per cent of the counties of the 
United States do not have local public health service. 


Federal Aid for Education 


Graham A. Barden, N. C., chairman of the House Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor, is preparing a bill which 
would authorize an appropriation of some $300,000,000 
annually to be used in the form of grants to the states for 
“equalizing educational opportunities in public elementary 
and secondary schools.” 

In the 80th and 8lst Congress the Senate passed bills 
providing for federal aid to the states for education, leav- 
ing the states free to use federal money for the same pur- 
poses as their own funds may be used. This would, for 
example, permit the states to pay for transportation of pri- 
vate school or public school pupils if the state’s own laws 
sanction an expenditure for this purpose. 

At this writing, there has appeared no evidence of a 
move in the Senate to pass a bill with similar provisions. 
There is also no evidence that there are fewer schools of 
thought on the subject in the House Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor, where it was impossible to secure a ma- 
jority to approve any bill in 1950. 


Statehood for Territories 


In the 81st Congress, the House of Representatives was 
willing to vote statehood for both Alaska and Hawaii, but 
in the Senate the bills never came to a vote. Southern 
Senators were most vocal in their opposition. It appears 
that Southern Senators do not wish to have four additional 
members in the Senate because of belief that new members 
might be favorably disposed toward civil rights legislation, 
or that they might be greatly influenced by organized la- 
bor. The President has consistently favored admission of 
these territories to the union of the states. House bills in 
the 82nd Congress are: 

H.R.1493, E. L. Bartlett, delegate from Alaska; re- 
ferred to Committee on Public Lands, John R. Murdock, 
Ariz., chairman. 

H.R.49, Joseph R. Farrington, delegate from Hawaii; 
referred to the same committee. 


Civil Rights 


Irving M. Ives, N. Y., and eleven other senators, spon- 
sor $.551, a bill which is in general modeled after a stat- 
ute in New York, providing for establishment of a Na- 
tional Commission Against Discrimination in Employ- 
ment. It is referred to the Committee on Labor and Pub- 
lic Welfare, James E. Murray, Mont., chairman. 

H.R.551, introduced by Adam C. Powell, N. Y., would 
make “unlawful the requirement for the payment of a poll 
tax as a prerequisite to voting in a primary or other elec- 
tion for national officers.” It is referred to Committee on 
House Administration, Thomas B. Stanley, Va., chairman. 

Emanuel Celler, N. Y., has introduced H.R.28, an anti- 
lynching bill, which is referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary of which he is chairman. 

An amendment to the Constitution is proposed in S.J. 
Res.12, introduced by Spessard L. Holland, Fla., and 
eleven others, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, Pat McCarran, Nev., chairman. This amendment 
would make illegal the requirement of a poll tax or any 
qualification with respect to holding of property as a pre- 


requisite to voting in elections for federal office, including 
primaries. 


Study of Status of Indian Tribes 


Mrs. Reva Beck Bosone, Utah, sponsors H.J.Res.8, 
which would direct the Secretary of the Interior to make 
a study of the “tribes, bands and groups of Indians under 
his jurisdiction in order to determine the respective quali- 
fications of such Indians to manage their own affairs with- 
out supervision and control by the federal government.” 
The Secretary would also be directed to report, by Janu- 
ary, 1952, which tribes of Indians are ready for release 
from federal control; to “state the reasons for his opinion 
that such Indians are qualified ; and to submit specific leg- 
islative proposals.” 


Relaxation of Child-Labor Law 


In 1950 an amendment to the Fair Labor Standards Act 
of 1938 went into effect, providing for a minimum age 
of 16 years for workers on farms during school hours, ex- 
cept for persons working on “home farms.” This amend- 
ment strengthened federal regulation of child labor, and 
there is evidence that school officials have found the new 
provision effective in their efforts to maintain school at- 
tendance. 

Walter Rogers, Texas, has introduced H.R.1271, which 
would permit county superintendents of schools to exempt 
children from the present statutes, including children of 
migrant workers. It is referred to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor, Graham A. Barden, N. C., chairman. 
It is understood that school officials have not asked for the 
bill, and social agencies interested in the abolition of child 
labor are opposing it. 


Aid for Health Education 


The Committee on Labor and Public Welfare has ap- 
proved, with amendments, S.337, introduced by James E. 
Murray, it chairman. This bill would “provide an emer- 
gency five-year program of grants and scholarships for 
education in the fields of medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, 
dental hygiene, public health, and nursing professions.” 
It would provide grants for construction and equipment 
to “public or non-profit institutions exempt from federal 
income taxation,” to the extent of $10,000,000 a year. 
Grants would also be authorized for the five-year period 
in the form of payments to schools for costs of instruc- 
tion; and in the form of scholarships. The grants for 
training would total about $41,000,000 for the five-year 
period. 


Rules of the House 


One of the first actions of the 82nd Congress was to 
abolish a rule of the 81st Congress, which permitted a 
chairman of a committee to appeal to the whole House for 
a vote on a bill, after the Rules Committee had refused— 
for 21 days—to clear a bill for vote by the entire body. 

The only way a bill can now be brought to the floor, ex- 
cept through the Committee on Rules, is by a petition 
which must be signed by 218 members. It is usually a 
difficult task to secure so many signatures. 

Adolph J. Sabath, Ill., chairman of the Committee on 
Rules, who opposes the current practices of a majority of 
the Committee, has introduced H.Res.59, which would 
amend the rules to provide that a bill should come to the 
floor by petition of 150 members. 
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